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Rehabilitation and Empowerment 
	Our approach

Since more than 50 years, DAHW brings a lasting 
change to the quality of life of people with disabi-
lities through practical support and by influencing 
government policies.  In practice, DAHW provides 
capacity building and organisational assistance 
to self-help groups (SHGs) and disabled persons 
Organisations (DPOs) until they can sustain them-
selves. Since 2014, DAHW has incorporated invest-

ments in applied social 
research in its strategy.  
Target groups are chil-
dren, elderly, disabled 
people organisations as 
well as CBR field staff.  
Additional research 
aims to improve service 
delivery. 

 Community based Rehabilitation

	Supporting people with disabilities 
People with disabilities belong to the most mar- 
ginalized groups in the world. According to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO), about 15% of  
the world’s population has some form of disabi-
lity. The DAHW, a worldwide recognized expert in 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), estimates that 
1.5 to 2 million cases of disability have been caused 
by leprosy alone. Since 1957, DAHW supports peop-
le with lepro-
sy through 
rehabilitation 
measures. 
Since 2007, the 
DAHW follows 
the commu-
nity-based 
rehabilitation 
(CBR) strategy 
of the WHO 
expanding its 
support to all 
disabled mem-
bers in their 
respective 
community.



The relief association has been 
certified the “Seal of Approval” 
from the German Institute for  
Social Affairs (Deutsches Zentral
institut für Soziale Fragen – DZI) 
for many years for responsible 
use of donated funds. 

	Facts & Figures
Since 1957, DAHW has supported more than 2 
million people with disabilities. It combines in-
terventions for empowerment with social inclusi-
on. It funds applied research supporting six pro-
jects since 2014. DAHW supports projects in Latin 
America, Africa and Asia. Its offices are managed 
by local staff cooperating with governmental 
health departments and local and international 
partners in the health and social fields. 

 Partners & Networks
Partners & Networks: IDDC (International Disabi-
lity and Development Consortium) through ILEP 
(International federation of Anti-Leprosy Asso-
ciations), VENRO-Disability and Development, 
Enablement-The Netherlands, national networks 
with numerous Disabled people organizations 
(DPOs), through its network, the DAHW is also 
represented in various working groups of WHO 
on policy development.

	 Transformation of a large micro credit scheme managed 
by DAHW into small schemes managed by Disabled 
Persons Organisations (Tanzania, Ethiopia)

	 Poverty reduction programmes through micro-credits 
or one-time grants ( Ethiopia, Uganda)

	 Integration of people in leprosy settlements into the 
communities (Tanzania)

	 Combating poverty through agricultural development 
(providing seeds, fertilizers and ‘know-how’) for small 
landholders (Nigeria)

	 Meeting the needs of people with disabilities during 
flood relief and reconstruction work (Pakistan)

	 Educational assistance and business skills training 
for persons with disabilities (Sierra Leone, Tanzania, 
India)

	 Empowerment of persons with disabilities through 
formation of self-help groups and disabled persons 
organizations (Ethiopia, Nepal)

	 Training persons  affected by leprosy as health ‘as-
sistants’ for case finding and follow ups  after treat-
ment (Senegal, Nepal)

	 Advocacy and lobbying to change discriminatory poli-
cies ( Senegal, Nepal)

	CONTACT 
DAHW German Leprosy and  
Tuberculosis Relief Association 
Raiffeisenstr. 3
D-97080 Würzburg | Germany
Phone: +49/931 79 480 | Fax: +49/931 79 48 160  

DAHW is registered in: Germany as a charitable 
organization under the name DAHW Deutsche 
Lepra- und Tuberkulosehilfe e.V., in India as a 
trust under the name: GLRA India Trust and in all 
other countries as an international NGO

 Where we work

 Community based Rehabilitation
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